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Uttoxeter  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

—  OF  THE  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937, 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Uttoxkter  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Rural  District  for  1937.  This  is  an 
ordinary  Re[)ort  based  on  the  suggestions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Deaths. — ^The  health  of  the  district  has  been  good, 
and  the  death-rate  of  lOT  per  thousand  of  population  is 
sati.sfactory,  and  compares  favouiably  with  the  death-rate 
of  12T  per  thousand  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Births. — The  birth-rate  was  12’ 6  per  thousand  of 
population  against  14-8  per  thousand  for  the  whole  country. 

Water  Supply. — The  improvement  in  water  supply 
to  the  district  continues.  Abbots  Bromley,  Blithfield, 
Draycott-in-the-Cla}^  Marchington,  Kingstone,  Uttoxeter 
Rural,  Rocester,  Denstone,  and  Croxden  are  all  now 
supplied  with  water  from  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co. 
or  Uttoxeter  (Urban)  water  supply.  Mayfield  alone  has 
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its  own  water  supply.  The  water  scheme  for  Leigh  has 
now  been  passed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  certain 
modificatious.  The  only  remaining  district  which  could 
be  supplied  with  water  is  Ellastone  ;  this  matter  is  still 
sub  juditie.  The  sparsely  populated  and  hilly  districts  of 
Wootton,  Stanton,  Ramshorn  and  Okeover  cannot  be 
included  in  any  scheme,  owiiig  to  the  prohibitive  cost 
and  the  difficulty  of  finding  an  available  supply.  During 
the  past  year  there  has  been  a  gratifying  increase  in  the 
number  of  connections  made  to  the  mains  in  the  various 
parishes,  and  there  is  prospect  of  this  continuing. 

Sewage. — With  the  exception  of  the  Stramshall 
Sewage  Scheme,  which  was  sanctioned  this  year,  no  change 
has  been  made  in  the  sewage  disposal  of  the  district. 
The  Sewage  Farm  at  Abbots  Bromley  has  been  somewhat 
more  efficient,  due  to  the  extra  labour  employed  by  the 
Council  in  dealing  out  (he  channels.  It  would  be  more 
satisfactory  if  this  sewage  farm  were  replaced  by  a  more 
modern  method  of  sewage  disposal,  and  the  farm  used 
purely  for  agricultural  purposes. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
courtesv  and  assistance  on  all  occasions. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  GUY. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  : 

JOHN  A.  GUY,  M  B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

CHAS.  E.  INGHAM. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Clerk  : 

E.  J.  FAULKNER. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area 

Population  (mid  1937) 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id.  Rate 


55,228  acres 
9,600 
£29,012 

£121 


Chief  Industries,  &c. — The  great  bulk  of  the 
district  is  agricultural,  d'here  is  a  cotton  mill  at  Rocester, 
also  a  stoneworks.  At  Mayfield  there  is  an  artificial  silk 
mill.  Unemployment  is  small.  There  are  130  unemployed 
men  in  both  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  combined. 


Laboratory  Facilities. — Stafford  County  Council 
provide  an  excellent  Public  Health  Laboiatoiy  at  Stafford. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Rural  Council  pro¬ 
vides  no  ambulance.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are 
removed  by  ambulance  owned  by  the  various  Isolation 
Hospitals. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  following  Nursing 
Associations  work  in  the  Uttoxeter  Rural  District. 


Association. 

Nurses  Employed. 

Mavfield 

One 

Rocester  ... 

One 

Draycott-in-the.Clay 

...  One 

Leigh 

One 

The  Midwives’  Act  has  made  important  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  nursing  service  of  the  district.  The  villages 
of  Stramshall,  Bramshall  and  Kingstone  have  been  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  Uttoxeter  and  District  Nursing  Association, 
and  a  midwife  with  a  motor  car  is  able  to  attend  the 
above  villages. 

Cl  inics  and  Treatment  Centres. — There  are  no 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  in  this  area. 
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Hospitals. — Patients  requiring  general  medical  or 
surgical  care  are  sent  to  Burton,  Derby,  or  Hartshill 
Infirmaries.  With  regard  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  (Uttoxeter)  have  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  Stone  Joint  Hos])ital  Board  whereby  the 
latter  provide  ambulance  and  hospital  facilities  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease.  This  arrangement  has  proved  very 
satisfactory,  and  it  was  only  on  isolated  occasions  that 
accommodation  was  insufficient.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
arrangement  wdll  continue  until  the  Mid.  Staffs.  Local 
Authorities  Hospital  is  erected. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live 

Births. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate... 

69  49 

118 

Illegitimate 

2  1 

3 

Total  71  50 

121 

Birth  rate  12-6  per 

1000  of  population. 

Still 

Births. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate... 

0  2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1  0 

1 

Total  1  2 

3 

Deaths. 

Death-rate  per  1000  of  estimated  population,  lOT. 

Deaths  from  diseases  or 

accidents  of  pregnancy 

or  child-birth 

••• 

3 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1000 

live  births,  57. 

Males.  Females 

Total. 

Legitimate... 

3  3 

6 

Illegitimate 

0  1 

1 

Total  3  4 

7 
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Causes  of  Death  In  Uttoxeter  Rural  District 
during  the  year  1937. 


ALL  CAUSES. 

Males. 

Females. 

Acute  Nephritis  ... 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis... 

1 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases... 

O 

w 

Cong.  Debility,  Prem.  Birth,  &c. 

3 

3 

Senility... 

O 

6 

Suicide... 

1 

Other  Violence  ... 

4 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

9 

3 

Ill  Defined  or  N.K. 

3 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

2 

Heart  Disease 

14 

16 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

11 

5 

J^ronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

Influenza 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  Syst. 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

Cancer  ... 

12 

6 

Total 

70 

64 
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Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1937. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  :  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1937. 
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65  years  and  upwards 


Cancer. — The  deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  12, 
(6  males  and  6  females.) 

Site  of  Primary  Disease. 

Lung  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cervix  Uteri  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stomach  ...  ...  ...  5 

Colon  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Larynx  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rectum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mouth...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Violence. — There  was  one  female 
suicide.  Apart  from  suicide  there  were  four  male  and 
one  female  deaths  from  violence. 


Uttoxeter  Rural  District  Council. 


Rural  Council  Offices, 

Northgate, 

Uttoxeter,  Staffs. 

July  20th,  1938. 

To  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Uttoxeter  Rural  District  Council. 

Dear  Sir, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report 
in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  connection  with  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1937. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supplies  in  the  various  Parishes  still 
continue  to  develop.  The  response  on  the  part  of  pro¬ 
perty  owners  has  been  very  good  ;  the  majority  of  the 
houses  being  connected  to  the  mains  without  it  being 
necessary  to  serve  notices. 

The  completed  schemes —Abbots  Brornle^^,  Blithfield, 
Draycott-in-the-CIay,  Kingstone  and  Marchington  are  now 
in  full  working  order.  A  supply  is  afforded  from  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  for  the  above  Parishes 
under  a  guarantee  scheme. 

At  Abbots  Bromley  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  is  connected.  This  Parish  is  Urban  in  character. 
The  other  Parishes  are  very  scattered,  and  the  returns 
are  not  so  good. 
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Leigh.  — ^The  Ministry  of  Health  held  an  enquiry  in 
March,  at  Leigh,  but  up  to  now  no  decision  has  been 
arrived  at  by  the  Ministry. 

Ellastone. — Application  has  been  made  to  the 
Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council  for  a  supply  in  bulk  for 
the  Parish  of  Ellastone. 

Wootton. — -No  supply  has  yet  been  found  for  this 

Parish. 

Mayfield  . — This  Parish  is  supplied  from  a  Borehole, 
the  water  being  pumped  to  a  reservoir  in  the  higher 
reaches.  A  considerable  number  of  bouses  have  been  built 
in  this  Parish  during  the  past  few  years.  There  has, 
however,  been  no  shortage  of  water  in  the  well. 

Croxden.— The  village  has  a  piped  supply  which 
is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Cheadle  Rural  District 
Council. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  supplies  have 
been  normal,  and  very  few  complaints  of  shortage  have 
been  received,  with  the  exception  of  Morrilow  Heath  and 
Middleton  Green,  in  the  Parish  of  Leigh.  This  will  however 
be  remedied  if  Leigh  Water  Scheme  is  approved. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Abbots  Bromley. — The  Sewerage  Works  consist 
of  a  Septic  Tank  and  Land  Irrigation  on  the  Sewage  Farm, 
the  area  of  which  is  about  100  acres. 

Denstone. — These  works  consist  of  Septic  Tanks, 
Bacteria  Beds  and  Revolving  Sprinklers.  The  effluent  is 
quite  satisfactory.  Additional  houses  have  been  erected, 
but  the  works  are  quite  capable  of  dealing  with  the  in¬ 
creased  volume  of  sewage. 
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Eilastone. — The  works  consist  of  Septic  Tanks  and 
Bacteria  Beds,  The  effluent  discharges  into  the  River 
Dove,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  concerning 
same.  There  is  a  large  volume  of  storm  water  finds  its 
way  into  these  works. 

Rocester. — This  is  a  thickly  populated  area.  There 
is  a  sewerage  .system,  but  the  disposal  system  is  totally 
inadequate. 

Uttoxeter  Rural. — A  Scheme,  costing  £3480,  has 
been  prepared  for  the  village  of  Stramshall  in  this  Patish. 
and  has  now  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
A  tender  has  been  accepted  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work  which  is  to  be  commenced  almost  immediately. 

The  remaining  Parishes  have  no  system  of  sewerage 
disposal,  the  chief  method  of  dealing  with  the  same  is 
Cesspools. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  general  scheme  for  the  conversion  of 
pail  closets  into  W.C.’s. 

Eleven  Pail  Closets  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s 
during  the  past  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

In  some  areas  the  Council  collect  refuse  on  payment 
for  same.  A  scavenging  scheme  is  being  considered  for 
the  whole  of  the  Rural  Area. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  bath  in  the 
area.  This  is  at  Denstone  College,  and  has  not  needed 
any  action  by  the  Health  Authorities  during  the  past  year. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  — Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  179 

2.  — Number  of  Notices  served  duiing  the  year, 

all  informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  54 

3.  — As  the  result  of  such  notices  being  served 

54  of  the  nuisances  have  been  abated. 

Shops. — Shops  have  been  inspected,  and  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Shops  Act  1934 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  has  been  necessary 
during  the  past  year  in  this  direction. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  conditions  are  good.  The 
water  supplies  in  some  cases  are  poor,  but  all  schools  are 
connected  to  tlie  mains  where  these  are  available. 

HOUSING. 

1.— Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  past  year 

1.  —  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 

under  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts  198 

(b)  Numl)er  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  276 

2.  — (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub 

head  1)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
Act,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  115 

3.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  9 

4.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  pievious  sub  head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  25 
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2.  —  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 

serving  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  45 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 

16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  w^ere  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil. 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — - 

(a)  By  the  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil- 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied.  Up  to  the  present  only  informal 
notices  have  been  served,  and  have  been 
included  in  previous  parts  of  this  Report. 

2.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  (see  remark  under  item  1.) 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authoiity  in  default  of 

Owners  (see  temark  under  item  1.) 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil. 

2.  — Number  ofdwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil. 
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(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1. — Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — The  standard  of  Milk  Sheds  and  the 
production  of  Milk  has  been  very  much  improved.  Shippons 
have  been  re-constructed,  and  there  is  very  little  difficulty 
in  getting  the  owners  to  carry  out  lepairs,  so  as  to  conform 
with  the  Accredited  Milk  Scheme  requirements. 

Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations)  Act,  1924. 

There  is  no  Public  Abbatoir  in  the  District.  There 
are  15  private  Slaughter  houses  in  various  parts  of  the 
District,  but  they  are  only  used  occasionally.  Slaughter¬ 
houses  are  visited  regularly  and  carcases  inspected. 

All  suspected  cattle  are  reported  to  the  (bounty 
Veterinary  In.^pectors,  now  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  who  deal  with  cases  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1925.  There  is  one  Knacker’s  Yard,  situate  at  Kingstone, 
where  all  condemned  meat  is  sent,  and  also  any  suspected 
animals  to  be  examined.  Post  Moitems  are  carried  out 
here  by  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeons.  The  place  is 
well  kept,  clean,  and  out  in  the  open  country. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


CHA8.  E.  INGHAM, 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


